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Guidelines for contributors 

Introduction 

The Journal of Adult Protection bridges the gap between research and practice and is the only journal 
to address developments across all adult service user groups. 
 
We welcome contributions to the journal from all researchers, managers and practitioners in the 
adult protection field. The journal is both multi-agency and multidisciplinary in its outlook. In 
addition to refereed articles, the editors also welcome papers giving viewpoints and perspectives 
from practitioners and commentators. All submissions will be acknowledged and may be followed 
up with suggestions and recommended amendments.  

 

Content 
Our aim in this journal is to establish a high quality source of information and intelligence for 
researchers, policy makers, practitioners, and managers across a range of adult protection settings. 
Our intention is to link theory and research to practice and policy development. We intend the 
journal to be as inclusive as possible. Contributors from a variety of disciplines are welcome to 
submit. We hope that individuals from human service agencies will wish to publish in this journal, 
but equally we welcome contributions from such academic disciplines pertinent to this developing 
field for example, ethics and philosophy, legal studies, disability studies etc. We would also welcome 
articles from countries beyond the UK, especially if this offers stimulating insights that may be useful 
for international comparison. 

We aim to make the journal accessible, readable and challenging. When you write for us, therefore, 
please make sure that your work is: 

• clear and free from jargon  

• non-sexist and anti-discriminatory on the basis of age, gender, ethnicity, disability and sexuality, 
using respectful language  

• rooted in current research  

• encouraging of reflection on attitudes and practice. 

 
Submission of papers 
Papers which fit in to any of these four broad categories are invited: 

• An account of original research with a practice or policy development focus. Research must 
be the author’s own and the general and specific relevance of the work must be made explicit. 
An abstract is required of no more than 250 words, followed by six key words. The paper 
would normally be 4–6,000 words. All papers will be peer-reviewed by a least three individuals. 
 

• A review of relevant literature in a key area of adult protection practice. This category of 
paper should be written for an intelligent lay-person or professional new to the reviewed area. 
A general statement of the practice-based relevance of the area under review should be 
included. An abstract is required of no more than 250 words, followed by six key words. The 
paper would normally be 4–6,000 words. All papers will be peer-reviewed by at least two 



 

individuals. 
 

• Case study material. Where individual cases highlight interesting theoretical or practice issues 
we would be interested to publish a reflective account of between 2–4,000 words. Authors 
should consult one of the editors about how best to anonymise the material and we have 
agreed that authors who contribute such papers would be acknowledged and thanked as a 
group after several issues to ensure that individual people and services are not identified. Where 
case material is in the public domain, for example, where a court case has been reported, a 
decision recorded from the Registered Homes Tribunal or a Public Inquiry carried out, details 
can be included in any review of the issues. 

 

• Practice-based papers. A key area of practice from a relevant agency, discipline or multi-
agency setting giving a description of the activity. Such papers may highlight practice-based 
difficulties and/or also give guidance for good practice. It is anticipated that such commentaries 
will be constructive but not lacking in critical bite where appropriate. An abstract is required of 
no more than 250 words, followed by six key words. The paper would normally be 2–4,000 
words. All papers will be peer-reviewed. 

 

• Viewpoint papers between 1,000-2,000 words discussing topical issues.  

We would also wish to commission special editions with editors who are experts in their field from 
time to time. If you have a particular idea that you would wish to discuss, please contact any of the 
co-editors. Finally, if your paper does not appear to fit into any of the above categories, please 
contact the editors to discuss your particular idea, so that we might accommodate your 
contribution if at all possible. 

 
Illustrations 
Wherever possible include original charts, graphs or diagrams to illustrate particular points in your 
feature as an aid to clarity and understanding. These are also a great help to breaking up the text 
and making your article easier to read. Diagrams and figures will be reproduced in accordance with 
Pier Professional’s house style. This may mean that diagrams and figures are not always recreated 
exactly the same as the original, however, the meaning will not be altered in any way. 
 

References 
Please include all references in full at the end of each article, giving the author, date, title of the book 
or title of the article/journal, the journal volume, page numbers, place of publication and publisher.   
 

Harvard system 
In the text use we use the Harvard system for preference: ie, refer to references by name and date 
in brackets; for example: (Smith, 1994) or (Emerson et al, 1992) with a comma between name and 
date. Where there is more than one reference by the same author, a, b, or c should distinguish 
them: (Smith, 1994a). 
Where there is more than one reference within brackets, these are separated with a semi-colon: 
(Brown, 1996; Grey 1995). 
 

Books 

Pickard J (1998) Getting Older, Getting Wiser. London: Pentonville Press. 
Pickard J (1998) Getting Older, Getting Wiser (2

nd
 edition). London: Pentonville Press. 

 

Multi-author/editor books 

Emerson E, McGill P & Mansell J (Eds) (1994) Severe Learning Disabilities and Challenging Behaviours: 

Designing High Quality Services. London: Chapman and Hall. 
 

Book chapters 

Note: chapter titles and book titles are in title case.  



 

Stokes G (2000) Mental Health Problems in Older People. In: D Bailey (Ed) At the Core of Mental 

Health. Brighton: Pavilion. 
 

Journal articles 

Note: article titles are in sentence case, and the journal title is in title case. There is no punctuation 
between the journal title and the volume, issue, page numbers. 
 
Emerson E, Beasley F, Offord G & Mansell J (1992) An evaluation of hospital-based staffed housing 
for people with seriously challenging behaviours. Journal of Intellectual Disability Research 36 (3) 291–
307. 
 
Where you do not have an issue number (ie the number in brackets above), just leave a space 
between emboldened volume number and normal text of page numbers: 
…Managing Community Care 8 45–51. 
 

Newspaper articles  

The minimum information is the name of the paper and the date. Put any other information available 
in the following formats. So:  
 

The Times, 24 March 2000. 

OR 
Smith J (2000) ‘Why Pavilion won the day’, The Times, 24 March 2000. 
OR 
‘Parker’s legacy’, Evening Argus, 16 April 2000, p14. 
OR 
Chris Parker, ‘Simply the best Albion book ever’, review of Albion:100 years by Bill Brookes, Football 
Today, 29 October 1999, p31. 

 
Deadlines 
On a journal like this, production schedules and printing dates are necessarily arranged several 
months in advance. Please keep to the agreed date for the delivery of your work, and let the editor 
know immediately if there is going to be a problem. 

 
Submission of copy 
Please email a Word document of the manuscript, clearly labelled. Please keep formatting and layout 
to a minimum as this will be done at a later stage.  

 

Copyright  
 

Illustrations 
We welcome the use of illustrations or photographs but please note that if these are being 
reprinted from elsewhere, authors are responsible for obtaining copyright clearance for the 
reproduction of these in the journal. Please provide these in a suitable electronic format in their 
completed form.  If you require us to scan in images for you, please provide these as good quality 
originals. 
 

Text 

As a rule it is also necessary to obtain permission for single passages of prose exceeding 250 words, 

or scattered passages totaling more than 400 words from any one work. EU copyright extends to 

70 years after the death of the author or 70 years after publication, whichever is longer. Please 

supply the publisher with full information for all work cited, including author, date published, 

publisher and page references. 
 



 

Obtaining permission to reproduce such items is the responsibility of the author, together with any 
payments that the copyright holder deems necessary. 
 
Copyright assignment 
You should understand that in submitting your article for publication you are assigning the copyright 
of this to Pier Professional Ltd and you will also be required to sign a transfer of copyright form. 
 
Authors and illustrators may use their own material elsewhere after publication without permission 
but Pier Professional asks that full acknowledgement be given to the original source. 
 
Please contact Pier Professional or the editor if you are in any doubt about copyright. 

 
Open access 
This Journal is now operating a hybrid open access model, which offers authors the opportunity to 
make their articles available via the online version of this Journal on an open access basis. The 
charge for this is £1,500 (plus VAT). 
 
Through this initiative, authors of papers accepted for publication are given the option of paying an 
open access publication charge to aid the dissemination of their article and so that on publication 
this is freely available via the journal’s website and readers will not need a Journal subscription to 
gain access to this. 
 
If an author chooses not to pay for open access, on publication their article can only be accessed by 
current subscribers of the Journal, or on a pay-per-view basis on the online version of the Journal as 
was previously the case.  
 
We will be regularly monitoring the amount of open access material published in the Journal and 
this will impact on future subscription prices, with the aim that an increase in authors taking out the 
open access option will allow us to reduce the subscription pricing. 
 
You will be sent a form detailing our open access policy when your article is accepted for 
publication.  
 
If you require any further information about open access please do not hesitate to get in contact with Pier 

Professional. 

 

If you have any general queries about submission of work, please contact:  
Pier Professional 
Suite N4 
The Old Market 
Upper Market Street 
Hove BN3 1AS 
UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1273 783720 
Email: info@pierprofessional.com 

 
 


